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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
87 Deacon Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22405

GREGORY A. WHIRLEY
COMMISSIONER

April 28, 2011

Mr. Travis Quesenberry

County Administrator

10459 Courthouse Drive, Suite 200
King George, VA 22485

RE: VDOT Speed Study Policy Change and Guidance
Request for designation of point(s) of contact

Dear Mr. Quesenberry:

The intent of this letter is to inform you of policy changes and review criteria regarding the
establishment of speed limits that VDOT has recently implemented. Enclosed is the VDOT
Policy Memorandum (DPM 9-7) that establishes general policy for setting speed limits on state-
controlled roads. It delegates authority to the State Traffic Engineer or the Regional Traffic
Engineer to perform duties with regard to changing speed limits in accordance with the Code of
Virginia. Also, enclosed is the Traffic Engineering Division Memorandum No. 365 that outlines
the duties and roles of the VDOT personnel involved in the Speed Limit Change Process, as well
as presenting the Speed Study Review Criteria. The reassignment of approval authority from our
Central Office to the Regional Traffic Engineer should assist to reduce the study/review process
for the establishment of speed limits on state-controlled roads.

To assist VDOT in this process, we are requesting that you provide the name(s) of the person(s)
that may serve as the appropriate point(s) of contact to provide information that would be taken
into consideration and included as part of future studies. The requested information may include
crash data, enforcement actions, citizen complaints, and other information that you feel is
applicable to a study. We would appreciate receiving this information as soon as possible (via
phone or email @ dave.brown@vdot.virginia.gov) so that we may proceed with our work in your
locale.

These studies are anticipated to proceed in the following manner:

e A request to complete a speed study may be received from:
o County Board Of Supervisors
o Other County or local officials
o Residents
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o Evaluate the request to determine if a study should be undertaken based on the criteria
presented in the Traffic Engineering Division Memorandum No. 365.
Advise requestor of initial findings and proceed as follows if a study is to be undertaken.
Advise your identified contacts of the pending study and request information from them.
Conduct the study and request concurrence on findings from the Residency
Administrator, the State Police, and the Sherriff’s Department. Advise your points of
contacts of findings.

e Finalize the study and the Regional Traffic Engineer will sign the resolution, which will
be forwarded to the County Administrator.

e Install the regulatory signs identifying the recommended speed limit and other additional
signage, if determined necessary.

Thank you for your consideration and assistance regarding this matter. Should you have any
questions, please contact me at (804)333-7941.

Sincerely,

David T. Brown
Northern Neck Residency Administrator
Virginia Department of Transportation

Attachments: 1.) VDOT Policy Memorandum (DPM 9-7), February 11, 2011
2.) VDOT Traffic Engineering Division Memorandum No. 365, January 27, 2011

ce: C. Balderson, Assistant Residency Administrator







































